
Political Science 260

INTRODUCTION TO COMPARATIVE POLITICS

Summer 2019
For this class you will write an 8-10-page (2,000 word minimum) research paper. 

This paper will make an argument about the nature of some aspect of politics based on an analysis of some aspect of a political system of your choice.  Topics can include such things as institutional analysis (legislatures, executive branch, federalism, electoral systems), or broader issues of political behavior, such as revolutionary change, civil-military relations, gender politics, democratization, inter-ethnic relations, etc.  In selecting a topic and country, keep in mind that you are going to have to research whatever it is that you select, and some topics and countries are much more easily researched than others. Under most circumstances you may not include a country that we cover in class in your paper, and should not include the United States. 

Please give me a written description of your intended topic by Wednesday May 22nd. If you want advice on topic, please contact me. On Saturday June 1st, I will want a preliminary bibliography, an outline, and abstract.  The topic and outline must be approved in order for you to receive a final grade for this assignment. 

The first draft of the paper is due on Sunday June 9th.  The final paper is due on the last day of class, Tuesday June 16th.  Late papers will be penalized.

This is a research paper, so your grade depends as much on the quality and quantity of your research as it does on the analysis that you present.  If you have any questions about sources of information, feel free to ask me for advice.  You can for purposes of this paper use sources from the Internet.  You should not rely too heavily on them.  You must use academic sources, including scholarly books and peer reviewed journal articles.
Yes, you do have to cite your research appropriately.  Please use the APSA style guide for citations and references.  Use full citations, including page numbers. In general, better safe than sorry. That means you need to cite specific information, for example the percent of a country's population voting for a particular party, direct quotes and paraphrases, and unique ideas that you didn't come up with yourself.  See the guide to avoiding plagiarism posted in Canvas for guidance.
